
HOW DO VETS FIND OUT 
WHAT IS WRONG WITH 

THEIR ANIMAL PATIENTS?

We hope you find the information on our website and resources useful. This resource is provided for 
informational and educational purposes only. It is intended to offer general information and should never be 

taken as medical advice for your pet. As medical information is situation- and breed-specific and can change, 
we do not warrant that the information provided is correct. You and your family should not rely on the 

material included within this resource, and we do not accept any responsibility if you or your family do. It is 
up to you to contact a suitably qualified veterinary professional if you are concerned about your pet's health.

speaking to the owners
The vet can learn about the animal’s symptoms 

by speaking to the pet owners.

When an animal patient visits a vet, the vet finds out what is wrong with them by

using their senses to examine the animal
The vet can feel, smell, and see unusual symptoms on a pet.

using tools to examine the animal
The vet can use tools to examine the pet more closely, for 
example by listening to their heart with a stethoscope.

referring to a specialist vet
The vet can refer their animal patient to 
a vet who specialises in a specific topic 

or animal.

prescribing treatment
The vet can prescribe medicine or 
other treatment, depending on their 
assessment. How well the treatment 
works can determine the next steps.

doing more testing
The vet can perform more tests to find 

out what illness the animal could have. 
This includes x-rays and blood tests.
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